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2 Men Burned By E-Cigs Say Manufacturer,
Retailers Liable
By Adam Lidgett

Law360, New York (July 12, 2016, 3:16 PM ET) -- Two California men said in separate lawsuits on
Monday that the manufacturers, retailers and wholesalers of the electronic cigarettes they were
sold should be held liable for the severe burns they received after the devices’ lithium-ion
batteries exploded in their pockets.

Thomas Vickrey and Juan Carlos Ceja argued that the e-cigarette companies should have warned
them that e-cigarettes can explode because the lithium-ion battery that powers them is close to
the e-cigarette’s heating component. Vickrey and Ceja are suing for damages to compensate for
medical costs associated with the burns and for punitive damages because of the alleged
malicious conduct of the e-cigarette makers, retailers and wholesalers.

“In both instances the e-cig wasn’t being used, it was in the pockets of both men, and what
happened was they were doing normal, everyday activities when they both felt a heating
sensation and before they knew it they exploded,” one of Vickrey and Ceja’s attorneys, Robert
Glassman of Panish Shea & Boyle LLP, said. “Their lower extremities caught fire and they both
sustained second degree burning and now they have permanent scarring.”

Ceja purchased his e-cigarette in August 2014 from Vapor World 2 in Chino Hills, California, and in
February the e-cigarette exploded, causing burns to his left leg. The burns were so severe that
Ceja now walks with an abnormal gait, the suit, which named Vapor World 2 and its owner John
Hinterleitner as defendants, said.

Vickrey bought his e-cigarette in or around July 2015 from the Vapor Spot Vapor Bar in Sherman
Oaks, California, and in December, it exploded in his pocket. Vickrey’s suit also names Shezhen
Sigelei Technology Co. LLC, Global Vaping LLC, Jasper Technology LLC and Council of Vapor as
defendants.

Glassman said tha the electronic cigarette manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers didn’t do
enough to design a safer product or warn consumers of the alleged dangers.

“They know that these things are dangerous, they know about the propensity for the things to
explode and yet they’re not doing anything about it,” Glassman said. “They haven’t recalled them,
they haven’t attempted to change the design of them.”

Glassman said that he didn’t yet have a dollar amount for the damages Vickrey and Ceja are
asking for. He also didn’t specify how much the two incurred in medical expenses, but said that
they will be asking for “significant compensation.”

Because both suits name different defendants, Glassman said that a class action isn’t being
considered at this time.

https://www.law360.com/firm/panish-shea


The defendants did not immediately return requests for comment on Tuesday.

Counsel information for the defendants was not immediately available on Tuesday.

Ceja and Vickrey are represented by Rahul Ravipudi and Robert Glassman of Panish Shea & Boyle
LLP.

The cases are Juan Carlos Ceja v. Vapor World 2 Inc. et al., case number CIVDS 1610921, in the
Superior Court of California for San Bernardino County, and Thomas Vickrey v. The Vapor Spot
Vapor Bar et al., case number BC626473, in the Superior Court of California for Los Angeles
County.

--Editing by Stephen Berg.
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