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_PROBUCT LIABILITY.

-Contmental General Tlre to Challenge B
'$55 M:llmn Award in Tread Separatlon Sult

GS ANGELES—Contmental General “Titg Inc
L plans to. challenge ‘a California jury's $565 million

award to car accident victims who clainied ‘the
¢rash was caused by -tread separatioh on a defective
tire, the company’s attorney told BNA May. 1 (Lampe W,
Contiriental’ ‘General Trre Ane; Cal Super Ct

-BC173567 verdict 4/13/01).+

Cont:nentai Gerleral d:sputed the ﬂnd:ng by the Jury
in the Californiia Superior Courtfor Los Angeles Cotnty

_that the tiré-was defectwely manufactured 'I'he werdict
CAme:! down Apnl 13 I, :

Acctdent Happened in 1996 'I‘he accxdent happened in
1996 Plaintiff Cynthia Lampe was driving 2. 1993:Ford |

Taurus, traveling at between 60 arid ‘65 mph; her attor-
ney BrianJ. Panish said. The fread on the left rear tite

separated, causing the vehicle to veer out of controland .

hit an embankment. Tampe was’ rehdered- quadnpleglc
Her mother, Sylvia Cortez, also wasinjured.”
Tampe, Cortez, and’ Lampe’s tather, Joseph- Cortez

-argued that'the tire ‘exhibited design and manufacturmg
difects. They contended ‘that polypropylene contamma— ‘

. =Va represented the defendant

tion during marufacture. impeded the tread beits from
dhenng properly, Pamsh to}d BNA e

‘. COntammahon Came Afte.' : Manufactn‘
pany maintains that tthe wtwo 4

& mieroseopic: ;spots: .of
contamination-on the tire’ did-riet eome:from the'manu-
fagturing process;: wbuts xather could be: explained- by an
“nfrar- separation’ everit” ‘such -as skidding: or post-
accident handling, ‘defense attorney Walter: Yola said s

Moreover, there was.no proof that the-tify: spets
caused the tread separation, which Continental argued
was caused by “Jocalizéd traunmia” to'the: t1r questmn
sometlme pefore the aceidetit; he added.

¢ After a 3-1/2 mont: trial; the jury \ votéd unam ousiy
in favor of the plaintiffs, Pamsh sald. Lampe; 33, who
was earning about $70,000 a’'year as an ¥-ray techni-
ciafi, was awarded -$41 miliion in ‘nenseconom \dam—
ages; and'$8.8 mrlilon fdr medlcal costs and los
cbnie, Pamsh saids - : :

ThHé jufy also awardéd Sylvxa Corfez=$4 5 i 10n for
emotional ‘distréss ahd medical costs: and'$
her husband for loss: -of ‘congortiumy’ Pamsh added

The tire’ 'was purchased in 1992, had beeni driven
some 46,000 miles, and still had 67 percent 0
maining, Panish noted. = -

. The defense thaintained that the tlre had suffered
some kKind“of localized trauma anywhere fmm 200 to
1,500 iniles before the ‘accident. -

- According o Yoka, the tread separat:on created a ve-
hicle handling sitgation biit did not caube the tire:te'de:
flate. The dnver shou}d not have iost contro} of the car,
hewsaid: -

. In-addition to expert testmu)ny pomtmg te the pres-
‘enice "Bt pelypropylene inthe- tire; platntiffs presented
seven former employees of the: Motint Vernoti; 1., Gon-
tinental plant where the’ tire- was manufactured -Thie
worlkers testified that improper matetials’ oftéirwere in-
troduced into the’ rnanufactunng process at the faclhty
‘Panish said.” - °

‘Panish and Adam K. Shea of Gregiie; Bro;l!et Taylor
‘SWheeler & Panish in Santa Monica repiesented: e
plaintiffs, along with Taras Kick and Daniel Lgary ol'the
Kick Law Firm. Yoka, of Yoka & Smith in:Los-Angeles;
and Kenneth Moran of Moran & Krker m Rlchmond
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