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~Church Loses $10M Verdict
. Qver Van's Blown Tire

\ CASE TYPE' personal niury

\ cases Fuller v \rrater Berhany
(O MIMUNILY \hurch 8C {09 995
' ySuper LI LS Angeies)

PLAINYIEFS' Afronnuyi: Grian 4.
Panigh, of Sania Monict. Calif.’s

{;reene, Braifiet. raylor, Wheeler &
Panizh, for Shurtee Fuiler: and H. Nell
\fargoin. uf North Hoilywood. Calif’s
Lipton & Maraohn. jor Josephine and
eoffrey Hunld

DEFENSE ATIORNEYS: Jack J. Tannen®

baum. of L.retne (‘alif. s Staitman.

. Snyden [annenbaum & porenyeld. for

| (ireater Hethany Lommunity Church:

|\ Hennett Lombx. of lrrine. Calif., Jor

| fusephine and {seoffrey Hunte: and K.

\ Wesley Beavers. of Anaheim. Calif.'s
Koester & Gelman. for Fairment Tire
& Rubber Lo.

| juny verpicy: $10.1 miilion for Ms-
Fuller: $199.500 for she Huniex:
defense verdict Jfor Folrmont

oN AUG. 4. 1993, Shirlee Fuller was &
passanger in & church van driven by
Geaflrey Hunta when its left rear tive
blsw out near Alhugusrdue. NM.. and
Mr. Hunte lost conirol of the van. said
piaintifls’ altommey Brisn J. Panish. Ms.
Fuller was sjocied {rom the vehicle when
it rolled over. She sustained & crushed
peivis and orthepedic injuries whau the
top of the van ianded on hof. said Mr.
Panish. Mr. Huate and anuther possen-
yer—his wife, quphmwece'wad mi-
: nor injuries.

Ms. Fuller sued the Groater Bethsny
'Cormsmunity Chureh of Los Angeles,
i charging the church with negligence. Be-
fore the accident. said Mr. Penish. the
church's mechanic had recommended
that ali four tiros be replaced, Only three
ware repisced: the fourth blew out, caus-
ing the wccident. ho ssid. Ms. Fuller also
sued Mr, Hunts, charging he had Mailed to

Fairmont Tire & Rubber Co.. which had
replacad the other threo lires.

The church denied any negligence.

contending that Falrmont personnet had
ndvised that repiacing the foursh tire
was ULRECLHSAry.
A Los Angeles jury Aug. 25 cleared
Fairmont but (ound the church 97 petr-
cens and Mr, Hunte 3 percent responsibie
for the accident. awnrding Ms. Fuller
$10.1 million and the Huntes $199.500.
The church is preparing post-lrial mo-
tions to sct aside the verdict.




