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CASE TYPE: Vehicles - head-on COUNTY: Los Angeles
RESULT: $4.5 million REPORT TYPE: Settlement
SUMMARY: Wife watches as pickup truck crosses center line, strikes her husband’s vehicle; Male, 34, death
CASE: Teraberanyans V. Browning-Ferris Industries, et al.

CASE NO. BC 014 179

PLTF ATTY: Greene, Broillet, et al., By: Brian J. Panish and Geoffrey S. Wells, Santa Monica

DEFT ATTY: Long & Wwilliamson, By: Jack Williamson, Santa Ana

PLTF TECH’L:

Wes Pabst, Accident Recon, Los Alamitos

Harry J. Krueper, Jr., Traffic Engineer, San Bernardino
Richard Anderson, Accident Recon, Phoenix, AZ

Peter Formuzis, Economist, Santa Ana

DEFT TECH'L: Weston Pringle, Traffic Engineer, Fullerton
John Kerkhoff, Accident Recon, Somis
Michael S. Varat, Accident Recon, Somis

DEMAND: $5 million

OFFER: $1.7 million

FACTS: On March 24, 1994 Pltf’s husband, a 34-year-old mechanic, was driving his automobile in a heavy rainstorm
eastbound on La Tuna Canyon Road. Pltf spouse was following in another automobile directly behind her
husband when Deft’s 3/4-ton pickup truck crossed over the center line and struck Pltf’s husband’s vehicle
in a grazing, head-on collision. Pltfs’ Decedent was fatally injured and died at the scene. Pltf viewed the
collision and rushed to her husband to comfort him as he died.

PER PLTF: That the Deft’s driver was driving too fast for the conditions, which speed caused his vehicle to hydroplane,
cross the center line and strike Decedent’s vehicle. That this negligent operation of a motor vehicle was the
sole, legal cause of the collision and Pltf’s husband’s wrongful death. Pltfs also contended that the City of
Los Angeles negligently failed to properly install sufficient drainage inlets on La Tuna Canyon, where there
had been numerous prior accidents, thereby leading to excessive water on the roadway during rainstorms.

INJURIES: Death of spouse/father of two minor children. Pltf also claimed Dillon v. Le emotional distress injuries
from observing her husband’s suffering/death.

DEFENSE: Contended that the Deft’s driver was not negligent; that the cause of the accident was the sheeting of water
on the roadway which caused the vehicle to go out of control. In their cross-complaint against the City of
Los Angeles, Deft contended that excessive water on the roadway constituted a dangerous condition of
public property; that the surface water accumulating on the roadway caused Deft’s vehicle to hydroplane.
Discovery revealed that numerous drainage inlets were supposed to be constructed on La Tuna Canyon Road;
however, they were never put in place. .

SPECIALS: $1.1 million present value of future L.E.

SETTLEMENT: 845 million. The actions by PItf and cross-complainant against the City are pending. DATE: 8/17/95

JUDGE: James Otero COURT: L.A. County Superior Court, Glendale CRA # 6392

CASE TYPE: Medical Malpractice/Negligent Nursing COUNTY: Los Angeles

RESULT: $125,000 REPORT TYPE: Settlement

SUMMARY: Nursing care after ulcer surgery called negligent; Female, 72, death

CASE: Lou Shaw and Mac Shaw, et al. v. Doe Hospital

CASE NO. YC 019 626

PLTF ATTY: McNicholas & McNicholas, By: David M. Ring, Los Angeles

DEFT ATTY: Rushfeldt, Shelley & Drake, By: Stacy Raphael, Sherman Qaks

DEMAND: Pltfs sought $250,000 in general damages, the maximum recoverable under MICRA.

FACTS: On April 12, 1993, Pitfs’ sister, a 72-year-old retiree, was admitted to Deft hospital for revision surgery to

a perforated duodenal ulcer. Although the surgery was successful, the patient remained in intensive care
for ten days. On April 21 she was transferred to the telemetry unit. However, within eight hours of being
transferred, the patient died. At 12:30 a.m. the patient was noted by the nurse to be resting in bed. At 1:05
am. the Deft’s nurse was making her normal rounds and discovered the Decedent lying on the floor of her
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